Actat.UO.1
Boswell at Tyburn.
several convicts at Tyburn ', two days before, and th.it muir of them seemed to be under any concern. JnilNsnx. " Mn-.t of them, Sir, have never thought at all." BnSWKl.i,, ' Hut is not the fear of death natural to man?1 JOHNSON. • So much so, Sir, that the whole of life is but keeping away tin-thoughts of itY He then, in a low and earnest tone, talked of his meditating upon the aweful hour of his own dissolution, and in what manner he should conduct himsrif upon that occasion: 'I know not, (said he,) whether I should wish to have a friend by me, or have it all between t»«Hi and myself.'
1 On Oct. 18, one day, not two days before, four men were hanged at Tyburn for robbery on the highway, our for stealing numrv ,uul linen, and one for forgery, (icnt. ,l/<n;. xxxix. Sll«'. Hu-wll. in /'/;.-• Hypochondn'ad',130. 6.S (London J/W;;'. for \"ti,], p. .'".U. irptdilrJir•< .1 letter which he had written on April .15, i/fif», tu the /',v.V.-i ./,/.• ,-t ,'.%.•», after he had witnessed the execution of an attorney n.unnt tfihbt.ii, and a youthful highwayman. lie says: '1 mtiNt mufrv, tlut 1 mv self am never absent from a public exeeut ion.... When 1 Iif.t .iHi-iulr-iJ them, I was shocked to the greatest decree. I u-.is in a numiri »m«-vnl.sed with pity and terror, and for several day.'., Init i-<j«'t i.sllv luj.jhf-j after, I was in a very dismal situation. Still, hmvrvrt, I {trr-,j-.ir«l JH attending them, and by decrees my sensibility itlutrd. MI th.tr I < ,ut now see one with f^reat eoinposure, 1 can iunmitt fur tl»r» iitrtM-.itv in a [jlulosophieal manner, when I eunsidcr that tlr.ult t-. thr jun-.i awful object before every man, whoever dirertH lu», Ut.tU£,'ju-» ^rnMit-Jv towards futurity. Thereftire it is that I feel ;w invstviihlr tsujnd-.r {»» be present at (.-very execution, as 1 there behuld the vacitiu-* Hlr* i-» n{ the near approach of death.' He maintains* that thr c »ui*miv wlu« h impels people to be present at .snrli alfet'tiitj,' wrm-i. r» irii.iiitlv ** proof of sensibility, not of callousness. For, il h rtt»M-tvrd. fh.it thr greatest proportion of the spectators in nuii|Kr»r«l r.f wusurn," Sr-r fast, June 23, 1784.
a Of Johnson, perhaps, might, almost be siid what hr »n\t\ u( Swift (H'ofh, viil. 207):—' The thouKhtH of death m-.he«t ii|nut hint at thr. time with such incessant importunity that they touk {Kn-wv-iiuH ,»i hi-i mind, when he first waked, for many hours tu^rihn,' Wtiuti^ t»» Mi-». Thrale from Lichfield on ()rt. j;, r/Hi, lu- sayn; ' All hrrr t«» Kluutnv. a faint struggle with the ti-tHwism-ss of time, a dulrhd innirvuMit ,.{ present misery, and the. approach seen anil felt <>i what j-, tmnt rhr.dlft and most shunned. Hut such in the lot of man.' /'/«»,;-/ /.r//,-» -,. ii ,'<»-,argest and most comprehensive soul.' //>. p. 153, Mrs. Pio/zi records (Amr. p. 58), that she 'forced Johnson one day in a similar humour (to that in which he had praised C'ougreve| to
